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AMENDMENT 


This Amendment is submitted in response to the Office Action dated December 
20, 2001. In response, please amend the application as follows: 

In the Specification: 

In the Abstract, on page 8 of the specification, please replace the paragraph 
be;, jinning on line 5 with the following amended paragraph: 

A stent in a non-expanded state includes a first expansion column and a second 
ex; tansion column. The first expansion column comprises a plurality of expansion strut pairs. 
Eai ih. expansion strut pair includes a first expansion strut and a second expansion strut joined by a 
joi ling strut. The second expansion column comprises a plurality of expansion strut pairs. Each 
ex;: >ansion strut pair includes a first expansion strut and a second expansion strut joined by a 
joi ling strut The first and second expansion columns are connected via a first connecting strut 
cd. army The first connecting strut column comprises a plurality of first connecting struts. The 
fir* t expansion strut of the first expansion strut pair in the first expansion column has a 
loi: gitudinal axis offset from a longitudinal axis of the first expansion strut of the second 
ex lansion strut pair in the second expansion column. • 
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